
 

 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
 

Church, School, & Preschool  
 

Advent 2024 
Getting Ready for a Real Christmas! 

 

Large Print Service Folder 
12/21/2024 & 12/22/2024 



OPENING HYMN:     There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying | CW# 333 

 
 



INVOCATION (calling on God’s Name begins our worship) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

CONFESSION (We acknowledge sins, inherited and actual) 

God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble. 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

               James 4:6,10 

Dear friends, the season of Advent is a time of preparation as we await 
Christ’s second coming on the Last Day. We prepare our hearts to meet him 
as we humbly seek his forgiveness. 

Holy God, gracious Father, 
I am sinful by nature and have sinned against You in my thoughts, 

words, and actions. 
I have not loved You with my whole heart; 
I have not loved others as I should. 
I deserve Your punishment both now and forever.  
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with His innocent suffering 

and death. 
Trusting in Him, I pray: God have mercy on me, a sinner.  

Silence for meditation and reflection 

If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? 
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, you are feared. 

                                                          Psalm 130:3,4 
 

 



 
Our Hymn is based on the Magnificat, the song of Mary rejoicing at the fact  

that she would be the mother of Jesus. 



Absolution (We hear the announcement of sin forgiven) 

God’s promise to Abraham and his descendants was fulfilled in the coming 
of His Son. Jesus Christ humbled Himself by submitting to God’s law. He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross. God promises 
to lift up the humble and fill the hungry with good things because of the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Though He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, so that we 
through His poverty might become rich.                            2 Corinthians 8:9 

Even as we await Christ’s second coming, He comes to us here and now in 
the words He gives His messengers to speak: I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
Sung: to the tune previously sung as the candles are lit 

 
Four in number are now lighted, 

As now Gabriel approaches, 
God humanity embraces, 

Hope and joy, He now unleashes. 
And holy is Your Name, through all generations! 

Everlasting Is Your mercy to the people You have chosen,  and holy is 
Your name! 

 

We light four Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Son of God and Son of 
Mary. He came to share our humanity. 
We remember Jesus, whose name means Savior. He came to save his 
people from their sins. 

We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts. 
We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope. 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

 



 



THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON: Micah 5:2-5a 
2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 

Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 

origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 3Therefore Israel will be 

abandoned until the time when she who is in labor gives birth and the rest 

of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4 He will stand and shepherd his 

flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD 

his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the 

ends of the earth. 5And he will be their peace. When the Assyrian invades 

our land and marches through our fortresses, we will raise against him seven 

shepherds, even eight leaders of men. 
 

 



PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 85 

 
 

 



SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 10:5-10 

5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:  “Sacrifice and offering you did 

not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings 

you were not pleased. 7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll 

— I have come to do your will, O God.’ ” 8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, 

burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them” 

(although the law required them to be made). 9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have come 

to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we 

have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

Verse of the Day: Matthew 1:23 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call Him 

Immanuel. 

Congregation Sings  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These Words are written that we may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!                                                   

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel  

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 1:39-55 
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 

where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard 

Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 

is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord 

should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 

baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that what the 

Lord has said to her will be accomplished!” 46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the 

Lord 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has been mindful of the 

humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, 49 for 

the Mighty One has done great things for me — holy is his name. 50 His mercy extends 

to those who fear him, from generation to generation.  51 He has performed mighty 

deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 52 

He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 53 He has 

filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped 

his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 55 to Abraham and his descendants 

forever, even as he said to our fathers.” 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY:                                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel | CW# 327 

 

 

SERMON  after the sermon, please stand 

 



Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  The third 
day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen. 

                                                          please be seated 
THE GATHERING OF THE OFFERING 
On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money 
in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will 
have to be made (1 Cor. 16:2). 
The offering plates will be passed through the congregation.  After 
collection, the ushers will take the offering plates to the front to present 
them at the altar of God.  As the plates come forward, please stand and sing 
our offering hymn. 

OFFERING HYMN  The Advent of Our King | CW#309:1,4 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



SERMON HYMN                     The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came | CW#328 

 

 



PRAYER    

… through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
(sung) A-men.  

 

BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  
Serve the Lord with gladness.  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.   
(sung) Amen. Amen. A-men. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                   Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord | CW#315 

See next page 

 

 



CLOSING HYMN                                   Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord | CW#315 
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